ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


Kenneth Bressett 


November 20, 1995 


P.0. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 
Dear Ken: 

Because of you help and my confidence in you on the USAOG 
matter I am enclosing with strict secrecy reguirements a copy of 
a letter dated December 24, 1958 from J.J Ford to Catherine 

Bullowa. This proves the Nagy, Bullowa > Ford die connection in 
addition to insulting Breen. You are not to show or disclose any 
part of this letter or talk about any part of it without my written 
permission to or with anyone other than myself so long as I am 
competent. I felt that I must show you this in connection with the 
earthguake revelations as this might cause another one some day. 
I have four boxes of files on this matter and there are more 
surprises, but nothing so clear on this point. 

I also am enclosing the 1909 Numismatist article which you may 
recall was helpful to the cause because the illustration of the 
reverse of the USAOG $10 is unfortunately misdescribed as it is 
from a $20. I examined it in the Connecticut State Library long 
ago and found it to be a $20 reverse. 

When you examine the brass and copper $20 copies offered for 
sale I will talk to you again about it. 



Eric P. Newman 


enclosure 
EPN:ts 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 West 47th Street 
New York 36 , N. Y. 


PHONES PLAZA 7-3245-0 


December 24, 1958 


Mrs. Catherine Builowa 
37 South 18 St. 

Philadelphia 3> Pa. 

Dear Cathy: 

The thought just struck me that you might not know that 
I have not seen the additional Pioneer Trial nieces from the Nagy 
estate. 'alter has, but WB really doesn't know too much about 
this series. Before I can start wrapping anything up for you, I 
would like to see these additi onal coins as itemized in my last 
letter to you. 

Also, I may be able to make you an alternative offer of 
approximately $5000.00 olus for all of the Pioneer material and 
the box of dies alone. Please get in touch wit! me, preferably by 
telephone, at your convenience, so I can take steps to implement 
some kind of a leal with and for you. 


My situation is completely flexible, but my angel is primarily 


interested in Pioneer, and with his financial help I can do a lot 
of research I couldn't afford to do personally or that the business 
could not carry. 


Do let me hear from you.' Hoping that you have a very happy 


holiday season and that the 1959 is really good to you and yours, 
I remain, 


Sincerely, 




JJF:dn 


i J. ?rd, Jr. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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CURRENT AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC NOTES 

Ry Edtjar H. Adams 


First American Engraver: Tile dies fur tile early Massachusetts silver pieces 
are said to have been the work of an engraver named Jenks. of Lynn. Mass. Can 
anv of the readers of Imk Xcmismatist give detailed information regarding Mr. 
Jenks. who may very probably be called the first American engraver? 

1838 $10 in Proof: Mr. William H. Woodin, the well-knowi 

lector, lias a very scarce ten-dollar piece of 1838—scarce on account of its con¬ 
dition, the piece being an absolute proof. Just when proof coins first were issued 
at the mint cannot be determined with accuracy, but certainly not much before 
id.tS. Mr. Woodin bought the eagle at the Parmelee sale, paying $43 for it, and 
he says other collectors present at the time thought he was paying a great deal 
more than the coin was worth. It seems to be. however, the only specimen known 
in perfect proof condition, and Mr. Woodin ranks it among the rarest of his 
gold pieces, valuing it at $t,ooo. 

The Gem of "Slugs”: A perfectly uncirculated octagonal fifty-dollar g Id 
piece of 1851, the rarest of all the pieces of this type, showing the figures "yo” 
in the centre of the reverse, was the feature of Elder's sale, on March 9. This 
specimen showed some mint bloom, and had not a disfiguring dent. 

This was the first fifty-dollar piece issued by Moffat & Co.. United States 
assay contractors, bearing the stamp of United States Assayer Augustus Hum¬ 
bert. These pioneer coins, constituting the chief circulating medium of the Cali¬ 
fornians in the early fifties, got much hard usage, and nearly every known speci¬ 
men shows numerous traces of the many times it lias changed hands. Such coins 
the ordinary state of preservation are not scarce, and it is only on rare occasions 
that the opportunity is presented to collectors of obtaining what may be called 
an uncirculated specimen. 

A Territorial in Proof: A new variety of the California series in the 
way of condition is owned by Mr. David Proskey. This is a proof twenty-dollar 
piece of the United States Assay Office of Gold. San Francisco, dated 1853. So 
far as can be ascertained, a proof coin has not hitherto been associated with 
the issues of the Assay Office of San Francisco. The unique condition of the 
piece leads its possessor to-believe that the dies were made in the Philadelphia 

It is not definitely known who made the 1833 dies for the Assay Office. 
California engravers who made the dies for many other private gold coins have 
stated that they had not executed those for the Assay Office of Gold, and there¬ 
fore it is not unlikely that they were made at Philadelphia, as Mr. Proskey 
reasons. 

The proof condition of the piece in question would seem to bear out the 
theory. The Assay Office coining machinery was bought from the same Phila¬ 
delphia establishment that furnished apparatus for the United States mint, and 
is said to have had a coining capacity of $720,000 a day. The San Francisco 
semi-official mint was very busily engaged in making coins for local circulation, 
and it is not probable that there was any time spent in putting an extra fine finish 
upon any of its issues. 
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The reverse is an enlarged 
se of i833. The genial Connect i- 
ossession of such rarities, which 
pieces connected with the issues 


< ach 011c of these trial pieces has been rudely cut in 

‘Viane. This fact would load one to believe that the Assay Office con 
a return t" the eight-sided form of the early fifty-dollar pieces (called 
1 | lV ,| K , s|inc office. So far as known the octagonal shape did not 
favor of the persons in authority at Washington to whom the matter of 


of t 


tted. 


Neither did the denon 


in of live dollars receive their approval, although 
ntion was greatly needed in California at the time. As no 
coin of the Assay Office is now known bearing the style of eagle as appears on 
the regular United States coins, and as shown on two varieties of the $5 and $10. 
illustrate! herewith, photographically produced from Mr. Mitchelson’s specimens, it 
i-; fair to presume that the Government authorities failed to sanction its use on 
the semi-official coin issues of the San Francisco Assay Office, preferring the 
original California eagle design, which distinguishes all the issues of the latter 
establishment from those regularly made at the United States Mints. 




NOTES ON THE ZODIACAL COINS OF INDIA. 


May—Gemini. 



bracing: sometimes with hands empty, othertimes with one holding a mace and the 
other a pair of weights or some other such object. The one pictured shows the 
Twins in a seated posture with one holding an arrow and is sketched from a 
rupee struck at Ahntadahad in 1617. Other rupees were struck at Agrah in 
1618 and 1623. while tnohurs were struck here every year from 1619 through 
1623. 





